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H.R. Exec. Doc. No. 99, 43d Cong., 2nd Sess. (1875)
43n CoNGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
2d Session. 
MALHEUR RESERVATION, OREGON. 
LETTER 
FROM 
{ Ex. Doc. No. 99. 
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
RECOMMENDING 
A.n arnendrnent to the Indian appropricttion bill for Malheur reservation, 
in Oregon. 
JANUARY 13, 1875.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be 
printed. 
DEP ARTlVI:EN1' OF THE IN1'ERIOR, 
Washington, D. 0., January 11, 1875. 
SIR : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a report, dated 
Jhe 9th instant, of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, recommending 
that the Indian appropriation bill now pending before the House of 
Representatives be amended by striking out, after the word "improve-
ment," in line 1655, the words "thirty-five thousand," and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words ''eighty-three thousand four hundred and eighty-
three." This appropriation is needed for the civilization and subsistence 
of Indians on the Malheur reservation, Oregon. 
A. copy of a communication from Agent Parrish to the Bon. J. H. 
1\iitchell, United States Senate, and of a letter of Senator Mitchell, 
dated the 27th ultimo, together with the estimate of t,he agent, therein 
referred to, are also herewith inclosed. 
The recommendation of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in the 
premises is approved, and the favorable consideration of the subject by 
Congress is respectfully req nested. 
Very respectfully, your obedient sen~ant, 
'fhe SPEAKER of the How~e of Representatives. 
B. R. COWEN, 
Acting Secretary. 
DEP ARTMEN1' OF THE INTERIOR. 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Wash-ington, D. C., January 9, 1875. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from 
the Department, of a letter from Bon. J. H. Mitchell, United States 
Senator, dated the 27th ultimo, in which he states that the amount 
($40,000) embraced in the general estimate of appropriations for the 
Indian serYice during tile fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, for civiliza-
tion and subsistence of Indians on the Malheur reservation, Oregon, is in 
2 MALHEUR RESBRVATION, OREGON. 
lds judgment and in the judgment of Mr. Parrish, the agent in ch::~rge, 
wholly inadequate to meet the wants of that agency f'or the period indi-
cated, and that the result of an insufficient appropriation can but result 
in a heavy deficiency at the end of the year. He also trHnRmit8 a com-
munication from Agent Parrish, dated December 6, 1874, including· a 
copy of an estimate heretofore submitted to this office, calling: for the 
sum of $83,483 for the civilization and subsistence of Indians collect~d 
on the said reservation duriug the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, and, 
with the remark that the appropriations heretofore made have been en-
tirely inadequate, earnestly urges that a new estimate be submitted to 
Congress for said agency in accordance with the estimate above referred 
to and submitted by the said agent. 
Adopting the views of Senator Mitchell in the premises: and being 
satisfied that the amount embraced in the present Indian appropriation 
bill, as ·reported to the House, for the purpose above referred to, will 
prove iosufficient, I respectfully recommend that Congress be asked to 
amend the said bill as follows, viz. strike out, after the 'vord ''improve-
ment," in line 1655, the words ''thirty-five thousand," and insert in lien 
thereof "eighty-three thousand four hundred and eigllty-three." 
The papers in · the case are herewith returned, with advice that the 
deficiencies referred to in the Senator's letter have already beeu esti-
mated for . 
.Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. R. cr .. uM, 
Acting Commissioner. 
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE lN'l'ERIOR. 
UNITED STATES SENATE CHAl\lBBR, 
·Washington, December 27, 1R74. 
DEAR SIR: The Department estimate heretofore made for the Malheur tindiau 
( $40,000) is, in my judgment, and in the judgment of Mr. Parrish, tht agent in chargt 
wholly inadequate to meet the wants of that agency for the next fiscal year, and th._ 
result of an insufficient appropriation can but result in a heavy deficimJCy at the end 
of the year, which is of course undesiralJle to the Department, the agent, and all con-
cerned. I am just in receipt of a copy of estimates sulJmi tted IJy Mr. Parrish, which I 
herewith inclose, amounting, in all, for next fiscal year, to $88,483. The appr<~pria­
tions heretofore made for this agency have been entirely inadequate. I therefore ear-
nestly urge that a new estimate be submitted to Congress for this agency, in accord-
ance with the espirnates snlJmitted by Mr. Parrish, who is ou thfl ground, and is fully 
advised as to the necessities of the case. I also inclose Mr. Parrish's communication 
to me. I wonhl. be pleased to have all papers herewith submitted returned to me, \Yith 
the answer of Depart1nent separately, in reference to estimates for next fiscal year, and 
to deficiencies for the past. An early answer is desirable. 
Respectfully, 
Ron. C. DELANO, 
SecJ'etm·y of the Intel'ior. 
J. H. MITCHELL. 
MALHEUR INDIAN AGENCY, OREGON, 
December 7, 187 4. 
Sm: I have this day mailed to the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs an e~ti­
mate of fun<ls required for the Indian sen·ice at this agency, for the fiscal year ending 
June :30, Ul76, and also a list of outstanding <lelJts against this agency, with there-
qnest t.hat the amount be included in the clt'ficiency bill. 
I take the lilJerty of sending you a copy of the estimate-also list of outstanding 
debts--most respectfully soliciting your influence toward securing the amount esti-
mated for, as well as having the amount of liabilities recognized and provided for. 
This is a new agency; consequently our necessities are numerous. I have not esti-
mated for one dollar more than is really needed to put us on a sonn<l ba<Jis. The 
arnonnts carried out for tlw various articles luwe been calculated from extremely low 
figures inc urency, and if I c tn secure this amount the coming year, I shall be able to 
get things in good running order. 
C ' 
e 
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The Indians under my ·charge are wholly unused to labor of any description, and it 
will require a great amount of patience ou my part to induce them to undertake any 
ruau ual labor. 
I hope that before another year sbftll have passed to be able to make a report of the 
condition of affairs at this agency which will be more than satisfactory to the Depart-
ment. 
My earnest desire to get this agency free from debt, and to carry out the desires and 
expectations of t.he Department with regard to these Indians, is my excuse for tres-
passing upon your valuable time. 
Hoping that you will use your best endeavors toward accomplishing this result, 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
Hou. J. H. MITCHELL, 
Washington, D. C. 
SAM. B. PARRISH. 
Estima.te of funds requit·ed for the Indian service at Malhettr agency for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, by Sarn. B. Parrish, United States 
1 ndicm agent. 
---------------------------,--------.--------------------------
Objects for which funds are required. Amount of estimate. 
Objects for which funds on hand 
will be needed. 
--------------------------------l-----------1-------------------------------
For civilization and subsistence of In-
dians collected on Malheur Indian 
Teserz,ation, Oregon, for year ending 
June 30, i876. 
Miscellaueous. 
For the purchase of goods, subsist-
ence stores, &c., for the Indians 
collected on the Malheur reserva-
tion, Oregon, for instructing said 
Indians in agricultural and me-
chanical pursuits, providing em-
ployes, educating chHdren, procur-
ing medicines and medical attend-
ance, and for such general bene-
:ticial objects as the condition and 
necessities of the Indians may de-
lnand .•.•...•••...............•.. 
Fm· pay of agent. 
Pay of agent for one year, at $1,500 
per ann urn .. ____ . ____ ... _ ••.• __ ••. 
For pay of interpreter. 
P&·Y of interpreter for one year, at 
$500 per ann urn_ . .. • • . .. • ....... .. 
For general incidental expenses. 
Pa,y of traveling expenses of the agent 
and general incidcn tal expenses of 
the agency for one year ...••... ___ . 
$83,483 00 
1,500 00 
500 00 
3,000 00 
88,483 00 
0 
Fm· 800 Indians. 
Flour for 1 year, 288,000 
pounds, at 5 cents per 
Currency. 
pound .............. $14, 400 00 
Beef for 1 year, 360,000 
pounds, at7t cents per 
pound .............. 27, 000 00 
Sugar, tea, rice, beans, 
&c ................ __ 1,500 00 
Medicines ......... __ .. 500 00 
Pay of the following em-
ployes, viz : 
Commissary __ ..... . 
Physician ........ . 
Teacher ....••..•••• 
Mail-carrier ...... __ • 
Carpenter .. __ .... .. 
Blacksmith ........ . 
Supt. offarming ... . 
Farmer .. ___ ... __ .. 
For purchase of blankets 
1,200 00 
1,200 00 
1,000 00 
1,200 00 
1,200 00 
1,200 00 
1,200 00 
1,000 00 
and clothing .. _ .. ___ . 8, 870 00 
For purchase of plows, 
horses, and oxen .. _ .. 880 00 
For the erection of a 
grist -mill............ 6, 000 00 
For the purchase of 
lumber for houses, 
barn, fencing, &c., 
and shingles ...... __ . 10, 133 00 
:For miscellaneous pur-
chases, such as bard-
ware, paints, station-
ery, and all other ne-
cessary articles...... 5, 000 00 
83,483 00 
SAM. B. PARRISH. 
United States Inclian Agent. 
